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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


JESUS  CHRIST  AND  FOREIGN 
MISSIONS. 

REV.  SAMUEL  M’NAUGHER,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

More  than  nineteen  hundred  years  ago 
the  Mediatorial  King,  Jesus  Christ,  was 
here  in  the  flesh,  and  Christianity  took 
the  place  of  the  local  Jewish  worship  of 
Jehovah.  While  it  was  difficult  for  the 
Judaizers  to  understand  the  change,  yet 
it  had  been  foretold  by  the  prophets,  and 
specially  emphasized  by  Jesus.  Chris- 
tianity is  a world  religion,  and  was  so 
announced  by  its  Founder. 

For  about  one  hundred  years  the  Chris- 
tian religion  spread  very  rapidly,  although 
bitterly  opposed  by  both  the  Jewish  and 
heathen  world.  Then,  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years,  heathenism  did  its  utmost 
to  destroy  Christianity,  yet,  as  early  as 
A.D.  325  a Christian  ruler,  Constantine 
the  Great,  sat  upon  the  throne  of  the 
Roman  Empire  and  governed  practically 
the  entire  civilized  world. 

Soon  after  this,  we  have  the  rise  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  the  period 
known  in  history  as  the  dark  ages  ob- 
tains. During  the  years  from  A.D.  600 
to  A.D.  1100  darkness,  almost  universal, 
prevailed  in  all  parts  of  Europe. 

From  A.D.  1100  to  A.D.  1500  there  are 
some  signs  of  the  coming  day.  But  with 
.the  reformation  under  Luther  was  in- 
augurated a new  and  great  and  widespread 
movement  for  religious  and  civil  liberty. 


Those  great  names  of  that  time  are  in- 
deed a very  precious  heritage  to  the 
Church : Huss  in  Bohemia,  Savonarola 

in  Italy,  Luther  and  Melancthon  in  Ger- 
man}', Zwingli  in  Switzerland,  and  Cal- 
vin in  France  and  Switzerland,  Tyndale, 
Ridley  and  Cranmer  in  England,  and 
Wishart  and  Knox  and  Cameron  in  Scot- 
land. 

But  in  all  this  time  and  among  these 
great  names  there  is  nothing  of  a world 
interest  in  the  heathen.  There  were  the 
crusades,  it  is  true,  but  they  were  but  the 
expression  of  a sentimental  idea,  followed 
by  heroic  effort  to  take  the  “holy  tomb” 
from  the  Saracen.  So  far  as  is  known, 
very  little,  if  any,  effort  was  made  to 
carry  the  gospel  to  the  heathen  until  the 
sending  of  William  Carey,  the  cobbler- 
missionary, on  March  20,  1793. 

Carey’s  desire  to  go  was  opposed  for 
years,  but,  having  the  vision  of  Jesus  and 
of  Paul,  nothing  daunted,  he  at  last  went 
out  to  India.  Since  Carey’s  time  there 
have  appeared  a great  company  of  earn- 
est men  and  women.  The  new  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  is  a glorious  record. 

In  recent  times  we  have  had  the  biog- 
raphies of  these  persons  as  an  inspiration 
to  the  Church,  until  the  work  and  word 
of  Jesus  Christ  are,  I fear,  lost  sight  of 
to  the  spiritual  injury  of  this  great  cause 
of  foreign  missions.  It  is  supremely  im- 
portant that  we  should  know  what  Jesus 
taught  as  to  this  great  work  of  our  time 
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First — Jesus  Christ  was  the  first  foreign 
missionary. 

Jesus  taught  not  only  by  precept,  but 
by  example.  We  understand  this  very 
well,  and  in  everything,  He  is  a perfect 
example  of  all  He  taught.  Now,  this  is 
true,  in  a special  sense,  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  foreign  missions.  He  not  only 
gave  His  commandment,  but  we  have  His 
life  before  us  as  our  guide.  He  knew  the 
value  of  the  soul  as  no  human  person 
knows.  It  was  His  custom  to  speak  of 
the  value  of  the  soul  to  those  round  about 
Him.  He  says,  in  substance,  the  soul  is  of 
more  value  to  a man  than  anything  else 
when  He  raises  the  question,  “What  shall 
a man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul?” 

In  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  Luke  we 
have  His  estimate  of  the  sinner  very 
beautifully  stated  in  three  different  par- 
ables. The  first  one  tells  how  Jesus  leaves 
the  ninety  and  nine  and  comes  into  this 
wilderness  world  to  save  the  lost  sheep. 
The  second  tells  of  the  earnest  quest  and 
the  joy  in  finding:  “Even  so,  there  is  joy 
in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God  over 
one  sinner  that  repenteth.”  The  last 
parable  tells  us  of  the  “come  and 
welcome”  of  the  Father,  which  is  ex- 
tended to  every  truly  repentant  child  of 
God.  Jesus  Christ  left  His  Father’s  house 
and  the  heavenly  glory  that  He  might  save 
all  who  should  believe  in  Him.  He  knew 
well  the  lost  condition  of  the  race.  He  knew 
also  that  no  Saviour  could  arise.  He  knew, 
too,  the  meaning  of  all  the  sacrifices  of 
His  life,  of  humiliation  and  suffering,  and 
yet,  He  endured  the  cross  and  despised 
the  shame. 

The  great  motive  of  all  this,  is  love  for 
humanity,  culminating  in  the  glory  of 
God.  Jesus,  then,  gave  up  more  than  we 
shall  ever  know  in  order  to  become  the  first 
foreign  missionary,  the  type,  and  example 
and  inspiration,  for  all  who  are  to  follow. 

In  these  days,  we  are  reading  the  great 


missionary  biographies.  We  read  of  these 
men  and  women  who  have  given  up  so 
much  as  they  leave  home  and  friends, 
and  native  land,  to  go  to  save  the  lost  in 
heathen  countries,  and  we  are  thrilled, 
and  inspired,  and  very  properly  so.  These 
books  should  be  read  more  and  more. 
But,  lest  we  forget,  and  are  too  far  re- 
moved from  Jesus,  and  His  wonderful  life 
in  this  missionary  surrender,  we  ought  to 
come  and  regard  Him.  Here  is  the  ex- 
ample for  those  who  desire  to  go  to  the 
foreign  field.  The  study  of  the  life  of 
Jesus  as  the  first  foreign  missionary 
should  lead  us  to  be  more  willing  to  sup- 
port those  who  are  following  in  His  steps. 

(Second— Jesus  Christ  believed  in  for- 
eign mission  work  for  His  Church. 

AVe  have  not  only  Christ’s  example,  but 
we  have  the  direct  teaching  of  Jesus 
Christ  on  this  important  subject.  He  and 
His  people  are  one.  As  a matter  of 
fact,  every  truly  saved  person  has  this 
same  yearning  of  heart  for  the  salvation 
of  others.  Jesus’  first  command  was, 
“Follow  me,  and  I will  make  you  fishers 
of  men,”  and  His  last  was,  “Go  ye  into 
all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to 

every  creature.” “Lo,  I am  with  you 

alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.” 

This  is  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega  of 
the  alphabet  of  our  great  Teacher  to  His 
Church.  This  is  the  message  for  us  to 
study  and  know. 

In  all  the  earnest  enthusiasm  and 
anxiety  of  His  life,  He  says,  “Say  not 
ye,  there  are  yet  four  months,  and  then 
cometh  harvest?  Behold,  I say  unto  you, 
lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields; 
for  they  are  white  already  to  harvest. 
And  he  that  reapeth,  receiveth  wages,  and 
gathereth  fruit  unto  life  eternal.” 

In  the  intercessory  prayer,  offered  on 
the  night  before  His  crucifixion,  Jesus 
uses  these  words : “As  Thou  hast  sent  Me 
into  the  world,  even  so  have  I also  sent 
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them  into  the  world.  And  for  their  sakes 
I sanctify  Myself,  that  they  also  might  be 
sanctified  through  the  truth.” 

Jesus  thinks  of  the  unsaved  multitudes 
and  then  utters  that  prayer  for  the  sanc- 
tification of  His  people  to  this  world-wide 
work  of  missions.  His  vision  reached  out 
and  on  until  it  had  seen  the  present  day 
activity  in  all  lands,  and  the  future  sea- 
son of  blessedness  when  every  tongue  shall 
confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father.  We  have,  then, 
both  His  precept  and  example,  and  well 
may  we  feel  that  all  our  efforts  along  this 
line  are  to  have  His  blessing.  Here,  then, 
is  His  word  for  us  to-day,  and  for  us  as 
Christians  that  word  is  final. 

Third — Jesus  Christ  and  the  program 
of  missions. 

As  we  now  have  both  the  example  and 
precept  of  Jesus  before  us,  we  may  well 
feel  that  we  have  enough,  and  that  more 
from  Him  must  not  be  expected.  How- 
ever, Jesus,  in  His  wisdom  and  love,  has 
given  us  also  an  order  or  programme  of 
missions.  Jesus  speaks  of  the  leaven 
which  is  hid  in  the  meal,  and  the  whole 
is  affected.  Even  so,  Christianity  was  to 
spread  and  transform  every  person  and 
institution  in  this  world.  He  speaks 
again  of  the  mustard  seed  from  which 
comes  the  great  spreading  tree.  Even  so, 
Christianity  is  to  grow  and  spread  until 
all  the  peoples  of  the  earth  enjoy  its 
blessed  results. 

Daniel  gives  us  the  same  idea  when  he 
speaks  of  the  stone  cut  out  of  the  moun- 
tains without  hands.  “And  the  stone  that 
smote  the  image  became  a great  moun- 
tain and  filled  the  whole  earth.” 

Jesus,  however,  is  even  more  specific 
as  to  the  programme  of  missions.  He 
told  His  disciples  plainly,  “that  repent- 
ance and  remission  of  sins  should  be 
preached  in  His  name  among  all  nations, 
beginning  at  Jerusalem.”  It  was  first  to 


Judea  and  then  to  Samaria  and  then  to 
the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth.  Jesus 
Himself  actually  followed  this  order  in 
His  own  work  while  here  upon  this  earth, 
and  it  was  the  actual  order  followed  by 
the  early  Church.  Jesus  Christ  had  this 
work  of  foreign  missions  so  before  His 
vision  that  the  great  commission  included 
all  nations,  “Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and 
preach  the  gospel  unto  every  creature.” 

This  work  of  foreign  missions  lies  near 
the  heart  of  the  Head  of  the  Church.  It 
is  the  great  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who 
is  to  take  of  the  things  of  Christ  and 
show  them  unto  men. 

There  has  been  the  divine  leadership 
in  missions;  there  has  been  the  divine 
method  in  missions;  there  has  been  the 
divine  programme  in  missions,  and  as  a 
consequence  there  have  been  precious  re- 
sults. 

It  seems  to  me  as  we  look  abroad  over 
the  work  in  all  the  world,  we  must  be  im- 
pressed with  the  divine  programme,  and 
the  divine  leadership  in  the  placing  of 
the  forces.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  of  the 
Covenanter  Church  ought  to  rejoice  that 
God’s  Spirit  has  planted  our  first  work 
in  Syria  and  Asia  Minor.  We,  like  Caleb 
of  old,  who  had  the  task  of  driving  out 
the  Anakims,  have  no  easy  undertaking 
before  us  in  converting  the  Turk,  yet  the 
God  of  Caleb  and  of  Knox  and  of  Cam- 
eron is  our  strength,  and  He  will  give  us 
the  victory.  Let  us  hear  Jesus  say,  “Be- 
hold, I come  quickly;  hold  that  fast  which 
thou  hast,  that  no  man  take  thy  crown.” 

Fourth — What  the  Apostles  and  the 
early  Church  believed  in  regard  to  for- 
eign missions. 

It  is  an  exceedingly  important  matter 
that  we  know  what  the  persons  nearest  to 
Jesus,  as  to  time  and  fellowship,  believed 
on  this  question  of  foreign  missions.  If 
you  were  studying  the  character  and 
teaching  of  Socrates,  you  would  want  to 
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know  what  his  immediate  disciples  be- 
lieved and  taught.  Likewise,  in  these 
times,  the  Church  is  asking  what  Jesus 
and  His  immediate  followers  taught.  It 
is  to-day  not  what  the  fathers  taught. 
This  is  a good  sign.  It  has  always  meant 
much  to  the  Church  when  such  has  been 
the  demand. 

Now,  as  to  this  question  of  foreign  mis- 
sions, the  early  Church  was  extremely  con- 
servative, although  from  the  first,  there 
were  the  progressive  spirits.  Before 
Paul’s  time,  as  a leader  in  the  Church, 
such  men  as  Philip  and  Barnabas,  led  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  preached  the  Word  to 
those  outside  the  land  of  Judea.  Peter, 
one  of  the  three  greatest  of  the  Apostles, 
was  a pronounced  conservative.  He  was 
2>ersuaded,  only  after  God,  in  a special 
manner,  had  caused  him  to  understand 
that  no  man  whom  God  should  cleanse 
was  to  be  called  common  or  unclean.  The 
conversion  of  Saul  of  Tarsus  was  of  more 
significance  than  some  are  aware.  It  was 
given  him  to  be  the  Apostle  to  the  Gen- 
tiles. He  was  the  greatest  of  all  the 
Apostles,  in  my  judgment,  and  the  most 
aggressive  in  the  work  of  saving  souls. 
He,  after  .Jesus,  is  the  first  and  greatest 
of  all  the  foreign  missionaries. 

The  actual  work  of  the  Church  spread 
from  Judea  into  Samaria,  where  Philip 
did  such  splendid  work,  and  then  to  An- 
tioch in  Syria,  where  Barnabas  worked 
so  successfully  among  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles. 

Saul'  of  Tarsus,  after  his  conversion, 
went  home  to  his  native  city  and  remained 
there  from  four  to  seven  years.  Here,  at 
length,  Barnabas  found  him  and  brought 
him  to  Antioch,  where  a united  and  ag- 
gressive work  was  done.  Here  it  was  that 
the  followers  of  the  Nazarene  were  first 
called  Christians.  Here,  also,  were  con- 
secrated the  two  first  foreign  missionaries, 
who  were  to  go  among  both  Jews  and 


Gentiles  in  other  lands.  This  was  the 
separation  of  Barnabas  and  Saul,  who 
afterward  was  called  Paul,  by  the  Spirit 
and  the  Church,  to  this  great  work.  How 
often  has  this  scene  occurred  in  America 
and  England,  which  first  occurred  when 
the  friends  met  at  Seleucia,  a seaport 
town,  and  with  tears  and  prayers  sent 
these  men  forth  to  the  work ! Paul  and 
Barnabas  went  first  to  Cyprus  and  then 
over  into  Asia  Minor,  preaching  both  to 
Jews  and  Gentiles. 

In  this  manner  the  work  spread  until 
when  at  Troas,  at  a later  time,  Paul  heard 
and  heeded  the  Macedonian  cry,  “Come 
over  into  Macedonia  and  help  us!”  From 
this  time  on  the  "gospel  of  Christ  was 
preached  to  all  alike,  both  to  Jews  and 
Greeks.  This  great  work,  so  gloriously 
inaugurated,  has  spread  into  all  lands. 
The  early  work  was  a prophecy  of  what 
was  to  follow  in  these  later  times. 

We  as  a Church  should  rejoice  that 
Christ,  our  King,  has  led  us  into  this 
work  of  foreign  missions.  Let  us  by 
prayer  and  surrender  do  all  we  can  to 
meet,  .in  a splendid  enthusiasm,  our  re- 
sponsibility. 

Fifth — The  promise  of  Jesus  to  those 
engaged  in  this  work. 

The  great  commission  uttered  by  Jesus 
just  before  His  ascension  has  been  re- 
garded by  God’s  people  as  the  final  march- 
ing orders  of  the  King.  He  is  a universal 
King,  and  has  a right  to  send  His  people 
everywhere  on  errands  of  mercy.  “Go  ye 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  un- 
to every  creature.” “Lo,  I am  with  you 

alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.” 
It.  is  a great  command,  but  there  is  given 
with  it  a promise  just  as  great  and  com- 
prehensive. Jesus  says  to  all  who  obey, 
“I’ll  be  with  you.”  Just  think  of  that,  as 
men  and  women  from  the  days  of  Barn- 
abas and  Saul,  to  this,  have  gone  every- 
where in  His  strength.  Jesus  is  ever 
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near,  and  by  His  Spirit  is  extending  the 
work  in  every  land.  We  have  seen  how 
the  early  Church  heeded  the  command  of 
her  King.  Has  Jesus  been  with  the 
Church  in  these  later  years,  as  again  lives 
and  means  have  been  laid  upon  the  altar 
of  God?  Has  Jesus  verified  His  promise? 
Let  us  joyfully  look  at  the  results. 

(a)  The  work  of  the  explorer  has  been 
well  done. 

Xot  only  is  the  geography  of  the  world 
very  largely  known,  but  we  have  become 
acquainted  also  with  all  peoples,  together 
with  their  distribution,  their  stage  of  civ- 
ilization, their  manner  of  life  and  their 
languages. 

( b ) The  fields  of  the  non-Christian 
world  are  accessible. 

An  open  door  is  before  the  Church. 
Think  of  the  India  of  to-day  as  contrasted 
with  the  India  of  Carey.  Look  broadly 
over  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  well 
may  we  say,  “Behold,  what  God  hath 
wrought !” 

(c)  The  forces  of  Christianity  are 
widely  distributed  and  occupy  the  most 
advantageous  positions  throughout  the 
world. 

A century  ago  there  were  in  all  the 
world  but  a score  of  Protestant  mission- 
aries, representing  less  than  a dozen  dif- 
ferent churches,  and  were  located  in  wide- 
ly scattered  places  along  the  fringes  of  the 
Continents.  To-day  there  are  6,000  mis- 
sion stations,  22,000  out-stations,  16,000 
missionaries,  about  1,500,000  communi- 
cants and  a total  value  of  church  property 
amounting  to  $4,500,000.  In  addition  to 
this,  we  may  say  that  the  forces  are  not 
only  widely  distributed,  but  are  located  at 
commanding  positions. 

( d ) The  great  forces  in  antagonism  to 
Christianity  have  been  greatly  weakened. 

This  is  illustrated  by  the  great  change 
in  the  country  of  China  since  the  Boxer 
uprising,  and  in  every  country  it  is  also 


gloriously  true  that  the  forces  in  antago- 
nism against  Christianity  have  been 
weakened. 

(e)  The  native  Christian  forces  have 
become  firmly  entrenched  in  the  non- 
Christian  nations. 

Already  1,500,000  natives  are  enlisted 
among  the  forces  of  Protestant  Christian- 
ity throughout  the  non-Christian  world. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  Christianity  has 
acquired  an  experience  and  has  perfected 
organizations  and  methods,  and  is  more 
able  than  ever  to  meet  the  enemy. 

In  view  of  all  these  splendid  results,  it 
is  foolish  to  ask,  “Has  Jesus  been  with 
His  Church  in  this  work?”  Yes;  this 
work  has  been  owned  and  blessed  of  Him. 
I might  also  submit  the  testimony  of  the 
cloud  of  witnesses  who  personally  have 
been  made  to  pass  through  fire  and  sword 
for  His  sake,  and  the  one  message  would 
be,  Jesus  is  ever  faithful  to  His  word  and 
covenant. 

The  study  of  this  topic  has  taken  us 
over  a line  of  investigation  in  the  life  of 
Jesus  not  often  considered.  I am  sure,  as 
we  have  seen  the  devotion  of  His  life,  we 
have  been  admonished  as  to  our  own  lack 
of  devotion.  As  a denomination,  we  have 
reached  a critical  stage  in  our  foreign  mis- 
sion work.  Must  we  give  up  our  work  in 
China  and  Syria  and  Asia  Minor  because 
our  young  men  and  women  are  not  de- 
voted? Jesus  says,  “I  will  be  with  you 
alway.” 

There  is  no  work  in  the  home  field 
anywhere,  to  compare  with  our  foreign 
work.  Do  you  have  the  burden  for  souls 
resting  on  your  heart?  Then  say,  “Here 

am  I,  send  me,” “To  do  Thy  will  I 

take  delight.” 

There  should  be  unceasing  prayer  to 
God  on  the  part  of  all  the  membership  of 
our  denomination  that  He  would  send 
forth  laborers  into  this  work.  There 
should  be  the  bringing  of  our  money  to 


102 


Questions  of  the  Hour. 


an  increasing  amount  into  this  missionary  work.  And  not  only  this  work,  but  all  the 
treasury,  and  He  who  so  zealously  wrought  work  of  the  Church,  at  home,  as  well  as 
as  our  example  will  greatly  bless  this  abroad.  “The  city  shall  be  flourishing.” 


There  is  a reported  saying  of  Voltaire,  that  “it  took  twelve  men  to  found  Chris- 
tianity, but  he  would  show  the  world  that  one  man  could  overthrow  it.” 

Another  saying  of  Voltaire  has  reference  to  Newton’s  discovery  of  the  law  of  grav- 
itation. Sir  Isaac  Newton,  who  discovered  the  law,  was  a humble  Christian  man. 
But  A oltaire  was  confident  that  Christianity  would  have  been  overthrown  by  the 
new  discovery,  and  would  not  survive  a century. 

The  state  of  facts  to-day  is  a singular  commentary  on  the  boasts.  Voltaire’s  volumes 
some  ninety-four  of  them — stand  on  the  shelf,  and  the  dust  which  covers  them  is 
seldom  disturbed,  save  for  some  literary  or  historical  purpose.  Christianity,  on  the 
other  hand,  survives  and  extends. 

We  speak  advisedly,  in  full  view  of. the  developments  of  unbelief  in  our  midst,  when 
we  affirm  that  the  Church  of  Christ  to-day  h as  more  members,  is  spreading  itself 
more  widely  in  the  world,  is  circulating  more  Bibles,  is  doing  more  good,  is  cherishing 
more  earnestly  in  its  heart  the  dream  of  universal  empire,  than  at  any  previous  period 
of  its  history. — Prof.  James  Orr,  D.D. 


It  is  something  to  be  a missionary.  The  morning  stars  sang  together,  and  all  the 
sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy  when  they  first  saw  the  field  which  the  first  missionary 
was  to  fill.  The  great  and  terrible  God,  before  whom  angels  veil  their  faces,  had  an 
only  Son,  and  Tie  was  sent  to  earth  as  a missionary  physician.  It  is  something  to  be 
a follower,  however  feeble,  in  the  wake  of  the  Great  Teacher  and  only  model  Mission- 
ary that  ever  appeared  among  men,  and  now  that  He  is  head  over  all  things,  King  of 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  what  commission  is  equal  to  that  which  the  missionary 
holds  from  Him?  May  I invite  young  men  of  education,  when  laying  down  the  plan 
of  their  lives,  to  take  a glance  at  that  of  a missionary?  We  will  magnify  the  office! 
For  my  part,  I never  cease  to  rejoice  that  God  has  appointed  me  to  such  an  office. — 
David  Livingstone. 


An  exchange  says  that  the  Church  Missionary  Society  is  burdened  by  an  accumulated 
deficit  of  about  $300,000.  Nevertheless,  it  holds  to  the  policy  pursued  for  a number  of 
years  of  accepting  every  suitable  candidate  for  missionary  service.  Faith  explains  this 
policy — faith  that  he  who  has  led  qualified  candidates  to  offer  themselves  will  also 
provide  their  support.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Society  is  now  sehding  out 
fifty-six  new  missionaries. 


The  noisy  waves  are  failures,  but  the  great  silent  tide  is  a success  * * * Do  you 
know  what  it  is  to  be  failing  every  day  and  yet  to  be  sure  that  your  life  is,  as  a whole, 
in  its  great  movement  and  meaning,  not  failing,  but  succeeding?— Phillips  Broohs. 


Whether  life  is  worth  living  depends  upon  this  other  and  more  important  question, 
whether  one  has  a right  purpose  in  life. — Rev.  D.  C.  Garrett. 
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Latakia/  Syria  — Miss  Maggie  B.  Ed- 
gar writes  of  Miss  Cunningham’s  death 
under  date  of  March  17,  1906 : 

The  friends  at  home  will  be  waiting  to 
know  more  than  could  be  told  in  a brief 
telegram  of  the  sickness  and  death  of  our 
dear  friend  and  associate,  Miss  Cunning- 
ham. When  Mr.  Stewart  went  to  Suadia 
on  Feb.  20.  taking  with  him  a native 
teacher  to  assist  in  the  work  there,  he 
found  Miss  Cunningham  very  far  from 
well,  though  still  not  confined  to  bed. 
Seeing  that  she  was  rapidly  failing  in 
strength,  and  too  weak  to  travel  to  La- 
takia  by  land,  he  sent  a messenger,  writ- 
ing us  of  her  condition  and  saying  that 
he  would  stay  until  either  we  could  know 
of  a steamer  that  would  call  at  Suadia 
soon,  or  until  some  one  could  come  to 
be  with  her.  But  by  the  end  of  the  fol- 
lowing week  she  was  too  weak  to  be  moved 
even  by  steamer.  Bv  that  time  I was  on 
the  way  to  Suadia  by  way  of  Alexandretta. 
After  I left  Latakia  word  came  that  she 
was  worse,  and  Dr.  Balpli  went  on  to 
Suadia  by  land.  We  were  all  with  her 
then  until  the  end. 

Miss  Cunningham  was  slow  to  give  up 
the  hope  of  living,  though  she  was  ready 
for  whatever  was  God’s  will.  At  one  time 
she  had  been  speaking  of  the  possibility  of 
her  being  taken  to  Latakia,  and  I said  to 
her,  “If  it  be  God’s  will  that  you  die 
here,  would  you  be  satisfied?”  “Perfectly 
satisfied,”  she  replied  very  emphatically. 
On  the  last  evening  but  one  before  her 
death,  we  heard  her  repeat  to  herself, 
“The  valley  of  the  shadow — the  Saviour 
— delightful.”  But  it  did  not  need  words 
to  testify  of  her  faith.  Her  whole  life 
given  for  so  many  years  for  the  help  of 


the  Suadia  people,  is  a testimony.  As  they 
said  of  her.  “she  wearied  herself  for  every 
one  of  us.”  We  laid  her  body  to  rest  in 
the  mission  grounds,  to  await  the  resur- 
rection, among  those  for  whom  she 
labored  most  untiringly  and  unselfishly. 
The  Mission  has  lost  a most  devoted  and 
able  worker,  and  the  missionaries  a true 
friend  and  companion.  But  it  is  the 
Suadia  people  to  whom  the  loss  is  great- 
est, and  some  of  them  seemed  to  feel  very 
much  their  being  left  without  a mission- 
ary; and  it  was  with  sad  hearts  we  left 
them. 

We  closed  up  the  girls’  boarding  school, 
but  the  teacher  w'ill  try  to  carry  on  a day 
school  for  the  girls  at  her  own  home.  The 
young  teacher  who  went  up  with  Mr. 
Stewart  has  a good  boys’  day  school,  and 
the  two  Bible  readers  will  continue  their 
work,  for  a time  at  least.  Whether  they 
will  be  able  to  continue  without  a super- 
intendent and  guide,  we  do  not  know. 

The  teacher  of  the  boys’  school  will 
keep  up  the  Sabbath  school,  and  he  and 
the  Bible  reader  will  conduct  the  Sab- 
bath and  midweek  prayer  meetings.  May 
God  in  His  good  providence  raise  up  a 
worker  again  for  Suadia.  And  surely 
the  seed  that  has  been  faithfully  sown  in 
years  past  will  yet  yield  much  fruit.  We 
who  are  yet  spared  to  labor  have  need  to 
be  diligent,  not  knowing  how  soon  the 
night  may  come  to  any  of  us. 

% 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  R.  J. 
George,  of  Scottsdale,  Ariz.,  we  are  able 
to  give  the  readers  of  Olive  Trees  an  ex- 
tract from  another  of  Miss  Cunningham’s 
letters  to  her  friends  in  America.  It  is 
dated  Dec.  23,  1905,  and  is  very  charac- 
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teristic  of  the  devoted  missionary.  Writ- 
ing of  her  return  to  Suadia  after  some  de- 
lay in  Latakia,  owing  to  feeble  health, 
she  says : 

T really  dreaded  the  long  trip  across  the 
country,  but  God  was  better  to  me  than  I 
feared,  and  provided  a way.  An  English 
steamer  providentially,  in  answer  to 
prayer,  called  at  Latakia,  and  I got  to 
Suadia  in  such  comfort  as  I never 
dreamed  of.  The  sea  was  calm,  and  al- 
though the  landing  is  very  bad  and  dan- 
gerous, we  landed  without  any  trouble. 
One  can  never  extol  enough  the  goodness 
of  Almighty  God.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
David  calls  on  the  hills  to  praise  His 
name. 

All  the  brethren  were  down  to  meet 
me,  and  I had  quite  a triumphal  pro- 
cession up  to  the  house.  Since  that  time  I 
have  been  busy,  day  after  day,  entertain- 
ing visitors  and  waiting  on  sick  folks.  The 
sick,  the  poor  and  the  needy  are  always 
with  us. 

Mr.  Stewart  came  up  to  see  me  last 
Thursday  and  stayed  over  until  Monday. 
It  rained  all  the  time  he  was  here  except 
Sabbath.  The  Church  was  full  in  the 
morning,  and  there  were  over  thirty  in  the 
afternoon.  He  preached  two  very  help- 
ful sermons. 

The  people  in  the  Greek  Church  here 
are  quarreling  among  themselves  over 
lapsed  taxes,  and  a party  of  them  have 
broken  off  and  formed  a sect  of  their  own. 
They  call  themselves  Protestants.  It  is 
simply  a political  movement,  but  I feel 
sorry  there  is  not  some  earnest,  capable, 
godly  man  here  to  guide  them.  I sup- 
pose, though,  if  it  were  really  necessary, 
God  would  raise  up  such  an  one  and  pre- 
pare him  for  the  task. 

We  need  prayer.  It  is  a very  critical 
time  here.  We  look  to  you  for  help.  Pray 
earnestly  for  us.  I miss  Kev.  C.  A.  Dodds 
and  family,  but  so  far  from  being  dis- 


couraged, I am  very  much  encouraged,  and 
trust  that  in  answer  to  your  prayers  for 
us  God  will  graciously  send  us  a revival. 
We  want  that  more  than  all  the  money  in 
America,  and  more  than  all  the  men. 
Unless  we  get  that,  everything  else  is  use- 
less and  wasted. 

Tak  Hing,  China. — A personal  letter 
from  Kev.  Julius  Kempf,  dated  Feb.  26, 
too  late  for  April  Olive  Trees,  contains 
an  item  or  two  that  we  will  give  our 
readers : 

The  house  rented  at  To  Sing  will  have 
to  be  repaired  before  it  will  be  fit  for  use. 
It  will  need  a coat  of  whitewash  and  more 
light.  We  cannot  cut  windows  in  the 
walls  because  the  Chinese  would  at  once 
claim  that  we  are  making  openings  for 
the  devils  to  go  in  and  out.  So  we  will 
have  to  put  in  what  the  natives  call 
“heavenly  windows,”  skylights.  The  peo- 
ple in  the  neighborhood  seemed  to  be 
somewhat  dubious  about  allowing  foreign- 
ers to  come  into  their  midst,  and  it  was 
only  after  they  were  told  that  a dispensary 
would  be  opened  that  they  consented  to 
rent  the  place  to  us.  Thus  Christian 
doctoring  will  open  the  way  for  the  en- 
trance of  Christian  doctrine. 

The  first  week  of  this  month  Mr.  A.  I. 
Robb  made  a five  days’  trip  through  a dis- 
trict twenty  miles  north.  He  said  he 
never  had  a better  reception  from  heathen 
audiences.  At'  one  place  the  people  lis- 
tened to  him  until  after  ten  o’clock,  and 
urged  him  to  stay  longer.  He  had  some 
funny  experiences  on  this  trip.  One  night 
he  lodged  in  an  ancestral  temple  and  slept 
on  three  Chinese  tables  set  end  to  end. 
Another  night  he  stopped  at  the  home  of 
one  of  our  members,  an  old  farmer.  Beds 
were  scarce,  so  he  gave  his  own  to  Air. 
Robb.  Air.  Robb  had  just  retired  when 
a big  fat  pig  came  in  and  crawled  under 
his  bed  and  slept  there  for  the  night.  The 
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pig  was  well  trained  and  made  no  dis- 
turbing noises. 

Dr.  Kate  McBurney  sends  a most  cheer- 
ing message  to  her  friends  in  America, 
dated  March  22 : 

Our  cold  weather  has  left  us  for  the 
present,  and  we  do  not  expect  much  more, 
if  any,  this  spring,  as  March  is  almost 
over.  The  general  health  of  the  mission- 
aries is  good,  and  we  are  thankful.  There 
is  some  plague  in  Tak  King  and  vicinity. 
The  heathen  natives  are  greatly  exercised 
and  have  been  worshipping  the  idols  with 
renewed  vigor.  They  have  had  dragon 
parades  in  which  idols  were  carried — the 
object  was  to  persuade  the  idols  to  enlist 
their  power  to  dispel  this  plague  curse, 
or  drive  out  the  plague  god  would  be 
more  after  their  idea.  They  are  greatly 
frightened,  and  no  wonder.  It  is  a dread- 
ful calamity  to  any  community  to  have 
a plague  enter  its  borders.  The  Chinese 
who  are  not  Christians  do  not  like  to  talk 
about  it,  and  as  no  systematic  records  of 
death  are  kept,  there  is  no  way  for  us  to 
know  much  about  it.  There  are  no  demon- 
strations of  the  usual  kind  when  one  dies. 
Instead  of  these,  they  bury  at  once,  even 
not  waiting  for  daylight  in  some  cases 
where  death  has  occurred  at  night.  It  is 
sad  to  hear  them  night  after  night  trying 
to  make  up  for  former  neglect  of  the  idols. 

To-day  we  accepted  an  invitation  tp 
visit  some  people  about  two  miles  away, 
to  “talk  the  doctrine.”  Six  of  us  went. 
Mrs.  Wright  and  one  of  our  teachers  went 
in  chairs.  My  sister  and  I went  on  our 
wheels.  Two  of  our  Chinese  Christian 
women  walked.  They  did  not  know  what 
day  we  would  go,  as  no  definite  promise 
was  made.  As  the  wheels  go  faster  than 
the  chairs,  we  on  the  wheels  halted  in  a 
village  not  far  from  where  we  were  going. 
The  people  were  very  friendly,  and  gath- 
ered around  to  inquire  after  our  welfare 


and  our  business.  We  told  them  our 
errand,  and  they  at  once  urged  us  to  tell 
them  about  the  true  God.  They  listened, 
and  then  one  of  them  said,  “Oh,  yes,  we 
heard  about  heaven — the  ‘Sz  Nai’  has  en- 
tered.” We  asked  if  she  knew  Mrs.  Robb. 
She  said  she  had  seen  her  before  she  en- 
tered heaven.  She  was  a nice,  motherly 
old  lady,  and  gave  us  a very  friendly  in- 
vitation to  come  again.  When  the  chairs 
and  those  on  foot  came  up,  we  proceeded. 
We  were  cordially  received  in  the  Ances- 
tral Hall,  or  private  temple.  It  is  the 
largest  I have  ever  seen,  and  so  nice  and 
clean  that  we  did  not  wonder  that  the 
people  are  so  nice.  There  are  about  a 
half  dozen  old  grandmothers,  one  of  whom 
is  considered  the  greatest  or  most  honor- 
able. She  is  a dear  old  woman  who  would 
attract  one  at  first  sight,  and  more  on 
knowing  her,  I have  no  doubt.  Strange 
to  say,  she  knows  some  characters,  as  do 
several  women  in  the  clan.  AVe  were 
there  more  than  an  hour,  and  the  doctrine 
was  being  talked  all  that  time,  either  to 
the  whole  assembly  or  to  groups  here  and 
there.  We  were  received  in  this  family 
temple,  and  over  a hundred  persons  gath- 
ered inside,  some  from  curiosity  to  see 
the  foreigners,  others  to  hear  the  doctrine, 
and  most  of  them  gave  very  fair  attention 
— some  most  excellent  attention.  There 
were  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  old 
and 1 middle-aged,  young  and  infants. 
Both  sexes  and  all  ages  were  represented, 
and  even  though  we  were  only  women, 
they  listened  attentively,  and  were  thor- 
oughly respectful.  While  the  teacher  was 
talking  on  one  side  of  the  room  to  those 
who  could  conveniently  hear  her,  our  two 
women,  Sut  Ying  and  Tai  So,  were  doing 
excellent  work  on  the  other  side,  holding 
the  undivided  attention  of  a few  women 
and  the  divided  attention  at  times  of  sev- 
eral more.  The  rest  of  us  were  disposed 
here  and  there  among  the  people.  At 
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times  we  helped  them  to  listen,  at  other 
times  they  would  ask  questions.  Three 
boys,  almost  grown,  asked,  “Do  you  wor- 
ship the  graves  of  your  ancestors?”  “No.” 
“Nor  idols?”  “No.”  “Nor  devils?” 
“No.”  Evidently  there  could  be  nothing 
else  to  worship,  for  the  next  remark  was, 
“Then  you  do  not  worship  at  all?”  “Oh, 
yes,  we  worship  the  one  true  God,  who 
made  heaven  and  earth.”  “Do  you  not 
burn  incense?”  “'No,  nor  wax  tapers; 
nor  do  we  offer  sacrificial  food.”  They 
evidently  were  curious  to  know  what  there 
was  left  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  worship, 
biit  it  was  a good  opportunity  to  tell 
them. 

We  were  given  some  excellent  tea  and  a 
warm  invitation  to  return  soon,  which  we 
promised  to  try  to  do.  A woman  who 
lives  about  two  miles  further  on  insisted 
on  our  going  to  her  clan  to-morrow,  and 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  go. 

When  we  were  ready  to  start  to-day,  I 
said  to  Ah  Sam,  “You  have  something  I 
would  be  happy  if  I could  borrow.”  He 
very  heartily  asked  what  it  was.  I could 
see  by  his  face  that  he  meant  to  loan  me 
whatever  I could  ask,  no  matter  what  it 
was.  So  I said,  “I  would  be  happy  if 
you  would  loan  me  your  tongue.”  His 
answer  was  characteristic,  “Don’t  worry 
about  your  tongue.  The  Holy  Spirit  will 
use  vour  tongue  and  make  up  for  all  your 
tongue  cannot  do.”  I said,  “You  will  re- 
member us  while  we  are  gone,  and  ask  for 
this  help?”  He  assured  me  he  would  do 
so.  He  was  the  first  of  the  Chinese  to 
meet  us  on  our  return  and  ask,  “Did  you 
have  a good  opportunity?  Were  there 
many  people?  Did  they  show  an  interest 
in  hearing  the  doctrine?”  and  other  like 
questions.  Although  he  was  not  with  us, 
I am  sure  he  had  a part  in  the  afternoon’s 
work,  just  as  truly  as  any  one  who  went 
along.  He  was  an  intercessory  missionary, 
just  as  any  one  can  be.  You  have  all  read 


Rev.  Alfred  E.  Street’s  excellent  article  on 
“Intercessory  Foreign  Missionaries”  in  the 
November  Olive  Trees.  If  not,  do  not 
fail  to  look  it  up  and  read  it  now.  If  you 
have  read  it,  I am  sure  it  has  appealed 
strongly  to  you.  If  your  interest  was  al- 
ready great  in  mission  work,  you  no  doubt 
were  already  an  intercessor.  Even  so,  the 
plain,  practical,  explicit  suggestions 
would  be  very  helpful.  If  you  were  not 
interested,  I think  you  would  scarcely  be 
reading  Olive  Trees.  I would  like  to 
ask  you  every  one  to  read  the  article  again 
very  carefully,  and  make  a study  of  its 
meaning,  and  as  you  read  earnestly  ask 
the  question,  “Lord,  what  wilt  Thou  have 
me  to  do?”  If  you  each  one  will  do  this, 
I warn  you  you  will  have  to  look  up  new 
material  for  your  convention  and  confer- 
ence programmes.  - - - But  perhaps  there 
will  then  be  neither  necessity  nor 
leisure  for  many  such  meetings.  It 
is  just  like  the  early  seed  sowers. 
When  the  rainfall  is  insufficient,  they  have 
to  resort  to  artificial  methods  of  irrigation, 
but  these  fall  into  disuse  when  the  rains 
are  abundant.  It  is  just  as  easy  for  God 
to  send  great  showers  of  blessing  as  to 
withhold  them,  and  He  is  very  glad  to  do 
it.  When  He  does — and  He  will  do  so 
whenever  we  are  ready  to  receive  them — 
we  may  stop  making  and  managing  irri- 
gation ditches,  and  all  go  to  plowing, 
harrowing,  planting,  cultivating  and  har- 
vesting, glad  and  vigorous  in  the  most 
healthful  and  exhilarating  occupation  ever 
given  to  man.  No  need  to  worry  about 
the  date  of  the  “millennium,”  or  the  “sec- 
ond coming,”  or  any  other  vexed  question. 
They  can  all  be  happily  and  satisfactorily 
answered  in  two  words,  “Be  ready.” 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb  has  opened  a training 
school  for  workers,  with  two  promising 
young  men  as  students.  There  are  nine 
girls  in  the  girls’  school  and  more  asking 
for  admission. 
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Allegheny,  Pa — These  items  are  from  the  Central  Board  of  Missions: 

* 

Financial  Statement. 


On  hand 

On  hand 

Mar.  1/06. 

Receipts. 

Expenditures. 

Apr.  1/06. 

Chinese  Mission  . . 

$289.80 

$18.89 

$108.33 

$200.36 

Southern  Mission  . 

969.46 

159.21 

557.08 

571.59 

Indian  Mission  . . . 

2405.38 

51.21 

250.83 

2205.76 

Sustentation  

358.53 

938.60 

1297.13 

Deficit. 

Deficit. 

Domestic  Mission  . 

3452.87 

404.50 

3048.37 

Distribution  was 

made  as  follows:  go 

into  effect  at 

the  close  of  the  Synodical 

Illinois  Presbytery $262.50 

la.  Presbytery  150.00 

Kansas  Presbytery 607.50 

Colorado  Presbytery  490.00 

Iowa  Presbytery 150.00 

Lake  Presbytery 337.50 

New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia.  175.00 

New  York  Presbytery 150.00 

Ohio  Presbytery 50.00 

Pittsburg  Presbytery  175.00 

$2547.50 

Domestic  Mission. — The  following  reso- 
lutions were  adopted  by  the  Board  at  its 
meeting,  May  18 : 

Resolved,  1st,  That  the  Mission  Con- 
ference be  held  in  Belle  Center  R.  P. 
Church  at  7 :30  P.  M.  on  Tuesday,  May 
29  next. 

2.  That  our  Chairman  be  instructed  to 
publish  this  notice  in  the  Church  papers. 
An  arrangement  has  been  made  by  which 
delegates  who  leave  Pittsburg  at  8 o’clock 
Tuesday  morning  will  reach  Belle  Center 
at  4:30  P.  M. 

Chinese  Mission. — Enrollment  during 
month,  16.  Average  attendance  at  night 
school,  4 1-3 ; at  prayer  meeting,  7 3-4;  on 
Sabbath,  10  3-4 ; of  whites  at  prayer  meet- 
ing, 1 ; on  Sabbath,  10.  Mr.  Faris  has 
resigned  as  missionary,  the  resignation  to 


year. 

Indian  Mission. — The  attendance  at  the 
late  communion  was  smaller  than  usual  on 
account  of  the  wet  weather.  There  was  an 
accession  of  eight.  Four  children  and  four 
adults  were  baptized.  Mr.  D.  R.  Taggart, 
student  of  the  second  year,  who  will  be 
licensed  this  spring,  and  who  has  labored 
in  the  Mission,  was  appointed  to  assist 
there  during  the  summer  vacation. 

Southern  Mission. — The  enrollment  this 
year  thus  far  is  as  follows : Knox  Acad- 

emy 472,  Pleasant  Grove  126,  Valley 
Creek  47,  East  Selma  53,  Total  698.  Miss 
Stewart  was  called  home  on  account  of  the 
death  of  her  brother-in-law.  The  Board 
accepted  her  resignation  and  adopted  a 
resolution  expressing  their  high  apprecia- 
tion of  her  work,  and  regret  that  circum- 
stances necessitated  her  leaving  the  Mis- 
sion. A temporary  arrangement  was  made 
for  supplying  the  place  made  vacant  by 
Miss  Stewart’s  resignation  by  the  trans- 
ference of  Mrs.  Kingston  from  the  East 
Selma  school  to  Knox  Academy.  This 
necessitated  the  closing  of  East  Selma 
school. 

The  attention  of  the  Church  is  called  to 
the  small  balance  in  the  Southern  Mis- 
sion treasury — only  $571.59. 

J.  W.  Sproull. 
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Mr.  Wm.  J.  McCullough,  who  is  a grad- 
uate from  the  Theological  Seminary  this 
year,  and  who  was  the  missionary  of  the 
Compromise  Street  Mission  of  the  Central 
Allegheny  Congregation  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1904,  had  a very  pleasant  surprise 
at  the  home  of  Mr.  Geo.  Evans,  Walnut 
Street,  East  End,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  on  the 
evening  of  April  17,  1906.  It  was  ten- 
dered him  by  the  officers,  teachers  and  a 
few  friends  of  the  Mission,  invited  for 
the  occasion.  After  spending  some  time 
socially.  Dr.  Sproull,  in  behalf  of  the 
officers  and  teachers,  with  a few  well- 
chosen  remarks,  presented  Mr.  McCul- 
lough with  a very  handsome  suit  case,  as  a 
token  of  esteem,  and  in  appreciation  of  the 
interest  he  had  taken  in  the  Mission,  and 
good  work  done  by  him. 

In  acknowledging  the  gift,  Mr.  McCul- 
lough expressed  his  pleasure  and  the  great 
benefit  the  Mission  had  been  to  him,  in  his 
usual  cool,  droll  way,  that  was  very  much 
enjoyed  by  all  who  heard  him.  During 
the  evening  dainty  refreshments  were 
served,  and  many  were  the  expressions  of 
regret  that  Mr.  McCullough  was  so  soon 
to  leave  our  midst;  but  all  hope  it  will  be 
to  a field  where  he  will  be,  if  possible, 
more  \iseful  than  the  one  he  is  leaving.  He 
takes  the  good  wishes  of  a host  of  friends. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  met  in  Seminary 
Hall,  Allegheny,  on  April  24,  9 A.  M. 
The  members  were  all  present,  except  Dr. 
Sommerville  and  Elder  D.  Boyd.  The  lat- 
ter was  unable  to  attend  on  account  of  the 
infirmities  of  advanced  years.  The  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  was  instructed  to  write 
a letter  to  Mr.  Boyd,  expressing  regret 
at  his  inability  to  be  present,  and  of 
sympathy. 


Oral  examination  on  the  Canon  of  the 
Old  Testament  by  Prof.  Willson  and  a 
Chinese  History  by  Prof.  George  were  held 
and  the  examination  papers  of  the 
students  on  the  other  studies  were  submit- 
ted for  inspection. 

Discourses  were  delivered  in  the  Al- 
legheny Church  by  Samuel  Guy  Finney, 
Archibald  Anderson  Johnston,  Robert 
Walter  Piper  and  Robert  Ewing  Willson, 
of  the  first  year;  by  John  Coleman,  Wm. 
Otis  Ferguson,  Ernest  Chalmers  Mitchell, 
Wm.  Melville  Robb,  Augustus  Theodore 
Hewitt,  David  Raymond  Taggart  and  Alva 
Allison  Wylie,  of  the  second  year,  and  by 
Wm.  James  McCullough,  of  the  third 
year. 

The  discourses  and  examinations  were 
heartily  sustained.  Certificates  to  their 
respective  Presbyteries  were  given  to  the 
students  of  the  second  year,  and  a diploma 
to  Mr.  McCullough,  who  has  completed  his 
Seminary  course. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  in  his 
report,  stated  that  eleven  notes,  aggregat- 
ing $1,875,  are  due  on  account  of  money 
advanced  to  students  of  the  Seminary 
who  had  left  the  Church.  Payment  of 
$100  by  one  party  and  of  $165  by  another 
have  been  made.  The  Board  passed  a 
resolution  appreciative  of  the  diligence  of 
Mr.  Tibby  in  attending  to  this  matter. 

A resolution  was  also  adopted  thanking 
Airs.  Gregg  for  her  generous  gifts  to  the 
students. 

The  attendance  of  students  this  year  was 
remarkably  good ; nine  out  of  the  twelve 
having  been  present  at  every  recitation 
during  the  session. 

The  Board  adjourned  after  a very  pleas- 
ant and  satisfactory  meeting  on- Wednes- 
day afternoon.  . 

J.  W.  Sphoitll,  Sec. 


The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  issues  the  Word  of  God  in  forty-two  different 
India  languages,  and  there  are  still  one  hundred  and  eight  languages  untouched. 
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OUR  SCHOOLS  IN  NORTHERN  SYRIA. 

A recent  number  of  the  Christian 
Nation  contains  a letter  entitled  “Reply 
to  Editorial  in  Olive  Trees  by  Dr.  James 
Martin,  Antioch.”  It  is  a labored,  but 
ineffectual  attempt,  on  the  part  of  “one  in 
his  thirty-fifth  year  of  missionary  service 
and  experience,”  to  weaken  the  force  of 
an  article  on  “Our  Schools  in  Northern 
Syria.”  It  is  aptly  said  to  be  a “Reply,” 
as  the  writer  has  signally  failed  to  “an- 
swer” a single  point  in  the  editorial.  I 
am  not  going  to  characterize  any  of  his 
statements  as  false,  but  I am  surprised  to 
hear  him  say  that  “it  is  utterly  and 
throughout  contrary  to  facts”  to  state  that 
he  holds  that  a woman  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  superintend  a Sabbath  school  or 
officiate  in  any  public  capacity,”  etc.,  and 
that  “nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
fact”  than  that  his  hostility  to  the  Ameri- 
can schools  in  Syria  is  that  the  missiona- 
ries in  chafge  are  women.  (See  Olive 
Trees,  p.  42,  col.  2.)  I am  dumb  on  hear- 
ing him  say,  “I  wrote  not  respecting 
‘American  schools/  ” when  every  one 
knows,  that  the  late  Mrs.  Martin  was  not 
identified  before  her  marriage  with  any 
school  in  Syria,  but  that  in  Latakia.  What 
can  I say  and  yet  not  call  his  word  in 
question  ? 

On  visiting  Antioch  in  1896,  Mrs.  Som- 
merville  and  I did  enjoy  the  hospitality  of 
the  Mission  home  in  that  historic  city  on 
the  invitation  of  Mrs.  Martin;  and  wTe 
cherish  the  most  pleasant  recollections  of 
a hostess  truly  American  in  her  style  of 
entertainment.  But  I did  not  go  to  the 
expense  of  a journey  to  the  mission  fields 
in  Northern  Syria  under  any  pledge  to 
keep  my  eyes  and  ears  closed.  I saw  some 
filings  that  were  not  pointed  out  to  me, 


and  heard  some  things  that  were  not  di- 
rectly addressed  to  me,  nor  intended  for 
my  information.  Mrs.  Martin  did,  with 
the  permission  of  her  husband,  teach  a 
class  of  women  and  girls  in  a private  room, 
and  she  must  have  been  a very  efficient 
teacher  unless  her  marriage  had  destroyed 
the  ability  that  she  possessed  and  displayed 
when,  as  Rebecca  Crawford,  she  was  in 
charge  of  the  school  in  Latakia.  But  I 
am  very  much  mistaken  if  the  “custom 
was”  for  her  .to  go,  either  in  his  presence 
or  in  his  absence,  into  the  chapel  as  super- 
intendent of  the  school,  to  teach  the  les- 
son and  open  or  close  the  exercises  with 
prayer.  There  is  a legend  that  this  es- 
teemed missionary  visited  a school  in  Syria 
one  Sabbath  morning,  not  very  many  years 
ago,  and  when  the  superintendent,  who 
was  a woman,  took  the  stand  to  review  the 
lesson  and  enforce  its  teachings  upon  the 
boys  and  girls  in  the  room,  he  sprang  to 
his  feet  and  let  the  door  bear  the  testimony 
that  he  did  not  care  to  utter  with  his  lips, 
against  her  presumption  in  taking  a posi- 
tion that  only  a man  was  qualified  to  fill. 
Dr.  Martin  knows  whether  this  is  fact  or 
fiction.  At  any  rate,  it  is  no  secret  that 
one  whose  lips  are  now  silent  in  the  grave 
after  years  of  loyal  speech  for  Christ,  had 
to  leave  Antioch  because  she  had  convic- 
tions on  missionary  work  and  insisted  on 
a right  to  express  them.  It  was  easy  to 
infer  the  nature  of  the  trouble  when  it 
drew  a letter  from  the  Irish  and  Scotch 
Committee  as  to  whether  the  female  mis- 
sionaries in  Latakia  were  allowed  to  vote 
in  the  management  of  missionary  affairs; 
and  the  answer  was  of  course  in  the  affirm- 
ative. Nor  is  it  any  secret  that  this  same 
consecrated  laborer  felt  constrained  to 
sever  her  connection  with  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland  as  its  mis- 
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pionary,  and,  breaking  away  from  many 
pleasant  associations  in  the  home  land, 
seek  appointment  under  the  American 
Board,  and  thus  escape  intrusion  upon  the 
special  work  that  had  been  assigned  to  her 
in  Suadia.  These  are  not  fancies,  but 
facts  in  the  history  of  the  Covenanter 
Church  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

1 agree  with  Dr.  Martin  that  “the  place 
of  women  in  the  Church  and  the  ways  in 
which  they  may  therein  officiate  in  public 
capacity”  is  irrelevant  to  the  general  sub- 
ject of  boarding  schools.  And  he  cannot 
provoke  me  into  any  discussion  of  that 
abstract  question,  as  I am  simply  set  for 
the  defense  of  our  schools  as  evangelistic 
agencies.  His  reference  to  “professors 
under  whom”  he  “studied”  and  to  “typical 
Covenanters”  and  to  the  “six  commenta- 
ries” he  has  “consulted”  goes  for  nothing 
with  me.  If  he  would  only  break  away 
from  traditional  prejudices  and  from  re- 
liance upon  the  teaching  of  fallible  men, 
however  distinguished  for  their  talents 
and  acquirements,  and  study  the  Word 
of  Cod  for  himself  under  the  promised 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  would 
cease  to  talk  as  he  does  about  mission 
schools.  The  one  thing  that  seems  to  dis- 
tress him  is  that  any  one  should  dare  to 
take  exception  to  his  views  as  given  in  that 
notable  address  before  the  Scottish  Synod 
in  1894,  especially  as  he  had  “expressed 
in  an  address  to  the  Council  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Alliance  the  same  views  on  board- 
ing schools  in  missions .”  And  “in 

that  assembly,  representatives  of  churches 
in  so  many  lands,  nobody  accused”  him 
“of  being  moved  with  hostility  to  any  one.” 
I have  never  seen  either  of  these  papers, 
and  know  nothing  of  their  contents,  except 
the  few  sentences  that  he  quoted  from 
them  in  his  first  letter,  and  these  sentences 
mavr  not  be  a fair  sample  of  their  excel- 
lence. Poor  fellow!  Has  it  never  oc- 
curred to  him  that  many  an  address  has 


fallen  flat?  It  requires  a rattling  good 
speech  to  draw  the  fire  of  either  approval 
or  objection  from  a big  gathering  of  brainy 
men. 

Two  points  claim  attention,  though  the 
reasoning  is  so  defective  and  inconclusive 
that  it  is  not  likely  to  mislead  any  one. 
Dr.  Martin  charges  that  I,  in  quoting  two 
sentences  from  his  article,  left  out  from 
each  sentence  an  important  portion,  thus 
intentionally  hiding  his  meaning.  I did 
omit  some  words,  but  I honestly  indicated 
the  omission  in  the  usual  way,  so  that 
readers  could  turn  to  the  original  letter  and 
see  the  paragraph  in  its  true  setting.  ( See 
Olive  Trees,  p.  43,  col.  1.)  His  position 
is  that  we  have  no  right  to  disturb  the 
pagan  family  relationship  in  the  hope  of 
saving  the  children,  whereas  mine  is  that 
we  are  false  to  the  gospel  trust  unless  we 
use  all  means  that  are  not  manifestly  sin- 
ful to  bring  heathen  children  under  Chris- 
tian influence,  and,  if  possible,  save  them 
from  spiritual  and  eternal  death.  It  makes 
one  shudder  to  hear  a missionary  argue 
against  earnest  efforts  to  save  souls.  With 
nothing  to  stand  upon  but  the  shifting 
sands  of  his  own  opinion,  he  attempts  an 
explanation  of  his  position  that  is  too 
transparent  to  deceive  any  one,  and  that 
certainly  will  not  increase  confidence  in  his 
fitness  for  missionary  work:  “As  between 
unbelieving  parents  and  our  schools.  I de- 
sire that,  practicing  Christian  liberty,  we 
should  secure  freedom  of  contract ; and  I 
hold  that,  in  the  boarding  school  system, 
with  its  so  tempting  worldly  inducements, 
there  cannot  be  that  freedom  of  contract ; 
and  that  prejudice  against  the  gospel  is 
created  in  the  minds  of  the  unbelieving 
parents  whom  equally  with  the  chil- 
dren we  should  seek  to  win,  nay,  by 
prejudicing  whom  we  shall  in  the  end  lose 
both  them  and  their  children.”  To 
show  kindness  to  their  children  is  an  odd 
way  of  prejudicing  parents  against  an 
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enterprise.  I do  not  say  this  statement  is 
intended  to  mislead,  but  certainly  it  is 
fitted  to  leave  a false  impression  on  those 
who  are  not  familiar  with  our  school  work 
in  Syria.  It  implies  that  the  children  in 
the  boarding  schools  are  abducted  or  stolen 
from  their  parents  and  shut  up  in  school 
against  their  will,  whereas  the  truth  is 
that  it  is  not  possible  for  the  missionaries 
to  accept  all  who  apply  for  school  privi- 
leges, and  the  children  cannot  be  kept  in 
school  one  hour  after  their  return  home  is 
demanded.  (See  Olive  Trees  for  Feb- 
ruary, p.  40.)  There  is  “freedom  of  con- 
tract” in  the  fullest  meaning  of  the 
phrase. 

“Probably,”  Dr.  Martin  says,  “Dr.  Som- 
merville  has  not,  even  in  his  own  Sabbath 
school  — the  free  boarding  school  system, 
although  he  prescribes  it  for  distant 
lands.”  No;  the  school  connected  with 
the  congregation  of  which  I am  the  min- 
ister has  not  a boarding  department,  but 
its  officers  and  teachers  are  using  all  law- 
ful means  to  draw  the  children  out  of 
homes  where  there  are  no  Christian  in- 
fluences around  them,  and  keep  them  in 
contact  with  the  truth.  They  offer  prizes 
for  lessons,  for  attendance  and  for  bring- 
ing in  other  pupils,  and  give  a winter  fes- 
tival and  a summer  excursion  free  to  all 
the  children,  who  have  50  per  cent,  in  at- 
tendance to  their  credit,  and  to  one  other 
member  of  the  family.  Only  a few  months 
ago  the  superintendent  offered  three  prizes 
in  gold  for  attendance  upon  a class  in  the 
Shorter  Catechism.  There  was  an  im- 
mediate enrollment  of  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty  pupils,  and  at  the  close  of  the  session 
ten  submitted  to  a written  examination 
that  lasted  for  three  hours.  The  boy  who 
won  the  first  prize,  having  answered  about 
90  per  cent,  of  the  questions,  was  drawn 
into  the  school  out  of  a family  that  is  only 
identified  with  the  congregation  in  that 
way.  Six  months  ago  he  confessed  his 


faith  in  Christ  at  the  Sacramental  table, 
and  his  loyalty  to  the  Saviour,  though  at 
present  alone  in  the  Church,  so  far  from 
prejudicing  the  parents  against  the  truth, 
is  commending  it  to  them.  If  this  great 
missionary  in  Antioch  can  suggest  any  in- 
ducements, that  have  not  been  tried,  to 
break  up  the  heathen  family  relationships 
that  exist  in  the  community  where  we 
labor,  he  shall  have  the  thanks  of  the 
whole  school,  and  may  be  the  indirect 
means  of  saving  a soul  from  death. 

Dr.  Martin  also  declares,  though  he  can- 
not speak  from  personal  observation,  that 
our  boarding  schools  are  not  “as  Christian 
homes,”  but  “rather  like  hot  houses,  where 
plants,  on  exposure  to  the  open  air,  with 
rare  exceptions,  wither  away.”  And  I 
shall  likely  be  told  that  this  is  not  an  in- 
sult to  our  missionaries  who  have  so  often 
reported  in  detail  their  methods  of  work. 
It  is,  however,  a suggestive  and  appro- 
priate figure.  A hot  house  is  a place,  as 
Braude  defines  it,  “kept  warm  for  rearing 
tender  plants.”  Any  one  who  would  cul- 
tivate a garden  with  any  measure  of  suc- 
cess, must  have  an  enclosure  of  this  kind 
for  early  vegetation  before  the  season  opens 
for  outdoor  development.  The  servants 
may  not  always  be  prudent  in  choosing  the 
best  time  for  transplanting,  but  if  they 
look  to  the  head  gardener  for  direction, 
and  are  careful  to  act  on  his  instructions, 
no  serious  mistakes  are  likely  to  be  made. 
The  garden  is  the  Scripture-emblem  of  the 
Church,  and  the  head  gardener  is  the  Lord 
Himself,  whose  servants  are  the  mission- 
aries, and  whose  hot  houses  are  the  board- 
ing schools  in  mission  fields,  where  the 
young  are  under  preparative  nurture  for 
their  place  in  the  visible  church. 

There  is  a young  man,  who  obtained 
his  early  religious  instruction  in  one  of 
these  schools  in  New  York.  In  a year 
after  coming  to  America  he  made  a con- 
fession of  his  faith  in  Christ,  and  he  has 
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been  for  eight  years  in  the  full  communion 
of  the  Church,  a pattern  to  many  in  in- 
dustrious habits,  attendance  upon  public 
worship  and  giving  for  religious  and  char- 
itable purposes.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  many  others  transplanted 
from  these  “hot  houses,”  instead  of  “with- 
ering away”  under  influences  unfavorable 
to  spiritual  life,  have  grown  up  into  fruit- 
ful trees  of  righteousness?  True  faith  in 
God  and  his  promises  demands  such  a 
hope.  Dr.  Martin  says,  “It  is  no  argu- 
ment for  boarding  schools  that  The  con- 
verts’ on  a roll  of  membership,  Tire 
largely  the  fruit  of  school  instruction.’  ” 
Few  will  agree  with  him.  And  I venture 
to  say  that  it  is  no  evidence  of  possessing 
in  large  measure  the  Spirit  of  Christ  to 
sneer  at  the  idea  of  pupils  “entering  the 
boarding  schools  as  heathen  children  at 
the  age  of  eleven”  and  leaving  “as  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  in  full  standing  at  the 
age  of  fifteen.”  If  conversion  was  a human 
work  he  might  smile  at  the  picture,  but 
when  it  is  remembered  that  regeneration 
and  sanctification  are  wrought  only  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  he  cannot  afford  to  make 
merry  over  it.  “How  many,”  cries  this 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  who  seems  unable 
to  see  good  in  any  work  not  under  his 
control,  “of  those  children  who  in  our 
favored  home  lands  were,  from  infancy , 
trained  in  the  Covenanter  Church,  have 
been  at  so  early  an  age  as  fourteen  entered 
upon  the  roll  of  members  ?”  I answer : 
Very  many,  in  this  country.  And  all  his- 
tory goes  to  prove  that  in  every  age  those 
who  have  been  most  successful  and  most 
highly  honored  in  the  service  of  the  Lord 
were  such  as  yielded  themselves  to  Him  in 
early  life.  Has  this  man  forgotten  the 
teaching  of  the  Bible  on  this  point? 
Boasting  of  the  professors  under  whom  he 
studied,  has  he  never  read  Houston  on 
“Youthful  Devoted  ness,”  where  he  shows 
that  early  piety  means  a vigorous  and 


commanding  maturity,  and  points  in  illus- 
tration to  Guthrie  and  Rutherford,  Car- 
gill and  Renwiek,  and  many  other  Cov- 
enanters whose  contend  ings  to  the  death 
won  the  civil  and  religious  liberty  of  to- 
day? Has  he,  a missionary  and  pre- 
sumably familiar  with  missionary  litera- 
ture, never  heard  of  Brainard,  who  made 
his  profession  when  a mere  boy,  or  of 
Count  Zinzendorf  and  Friedrich  Oetenger 
who,  confessing  Christ  in  infancy,  were 
loyal  to  old  age?  Has  he  overlooked  the 
words  of  the  Saviour,  “I  love  them  that 
love  Me,  and  those  that  seek  Me  early  shall 
find  Me”?  Has  he  never  pondered  that 
wondrous  petition  in  the  High-priestly 
prayer,  “1  pray  not  that  Thou  shouldest 
take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that  Thou 
shouldest  keep  them  from  the  evil”?  I be- 
lieve in  missionaries  who  do  their  work 
faithfully  and  leave  results  with  God.  The 
opposition  of  the  enemy  is  only  noise. 

An  apology  is  due  to  the  readers  of 
Olive  Trees  for  taking  up  so  much  space 
with  this  letter.  I had  in  mind  to  let  it 
pass  in  silence,  but  on  second  thought  I 
felt  it  would  be  discourteous  to  Dr.  Mar- 
tin not  to  make  some  reference  to  a paper 
.that  it  must  have  cost  him  a good  deal  of 
trouble  to  get  up,  unless  indeed  he  had  the 
help  of  some  bright  woman  in  its  prepara- 
tion. Let  no  one  suppose  that  the  Doctor 
is  saying  bad  words  when  he  charges  me 
with  petit  io  principii  and  ignoratio 
clenchi.  He  is  only  following  the  ex- 
ample of  other  great  men  who  like  to  in- 
troduce into  their  English  essays  some  for- 
eign words,  to  show  that  they  have  been 
through  college  or  are  the  proud  possessors 
of  a Standard  Dictionary  and  a phrase 
vocabulary.  There  is  no  more  harm  in 
the  words  that  he  uses  than  there  would 
be  in  my  saying  to  him  : Reverendissime 
Jacohe  Martine,  Medicinae  doctor,  “ Ignos - 
cite  saepe  alteri,  nunguam  tibi." 

Editorial. 
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SUADIA’S  MISSIONARY  AT  REST. 

Miss  Martha  Cunningham  was  bom  in 
Tyrone  County,  Ireland,  on  June  1G, 
1858.  When  she  was  still  a child  her 
father  settled  in  Belfast,  and  became  con- 
nected with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Congregation  of  College  Street  South, 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  late  Rev. 
Professor  Chancellor,  D.D.  Her  mother 
died  when  she  was  a girl.  Her  father 
seems  to  have  been  a man  of  considerable 
force  of  character,  strict  and  conscientious. 
As  a child,  Martha  Cunningham  had  a 
taste  for  reading,  and  took  advantage  of 
her  opportunities  for  self-improvement. 
She  was  a regular  attendant  at  the  Col- 
lege Street  South  Sabbath  school,  first  as 
scholar  and  then  as  teacher.  She  was  en- 
gaged in  business  for  some  time,  but  her 
heart  was  in  the  Lord’s  work.  The  Irish 
Synod  of  1881  passed  a resolution  that 
they  “would  glady  receive  the  offer  of  the 
services  of  some  suitable  and  devoted  per- 
son, male  or  female,  to  be  sent  to  Antioch, 
to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  Mission  there.” 
Miss  Cunningham  has  told  me  that  when 
Prof.  Chancellor  was  appealing  from  the 
pulpit  for  workers  in  the  mission  field, 
she'  could  hardly  refrain  from  going  for- 
ward to  say,  “Here  am  I,  send  me.”  She 
expressed  to  Prof.  Chancellor  her  un- 
reserved willingness  to  go  out  to  Antioch 
as  a teacher  if  she  were  thought  qualified, 
and  would  be  accepted.  At  a meeting  of 
the  Irish  and  Scotch  Foreign  Mission 
Committee,  held  in  Belfast  on  Dec.  15, 
1881,  her  offer  of  service  was  reported. 
“Miss  Cunningham  was  examined  minute- 
ly and  extensively,  and  satisfied  the  Com- 
mittee very  much.”  She  diligently  pre- 
pared herself  for  her  work,  not  only  by 
Biblical  and  literary  studies,  but  by  tak- 
ing lessons  in  dressmaking,  etc.  On  Nov. 
10,  1882,  she  was  solemnly  dedicated  at 
Belfast,  and  sailed  from  Liverpool  for 


Syria  on  the  21st  of  that  month.  As 
there  was  no  room  for  her  in  Dr.  Martin’s 
house  at  Antioch,  she  went  to  Latakia, 
staying  first  with  Dr.  Beattie,  and,  after 
his  death,  with  Miss  Wylie,  learning  the 
Arabic  and  fitting  herself  for  her  work. 
She  settled  in  Antioch  in  1884.  In  1887, 
her  health  being  impaired,  she  came  home 
on  furlough.  While  on  furlough  she  vis- 
ited many  of  the  congregations  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  and  by  her  addresses  and 
enthusiasm  did  much  to  arouse  and  deepen 


interest  in  the  Mission,  and  was  the  means 
of  the  organization  of  women’s  missionary 
associations  in  a number  of  congregations. 
She  spent  some  time  at  the  Zenana  College 
in  London,  studying  medicine,  and  at  the 
examination  secured  the  diploma  for  ob- 
stetrics, taking  first  place,  and  also  cer- 
tificate for  dispensing  medicine.  She  re- 
turned to  Syria  in  the  summer  of  1889, 
and  in  the  autumn  began  work  in  Suadia 
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Tinder  the  oversight  of  the  missionaries  of 
the  American  Reformed  Presbyterian. 
Church.  She  labored  with  rare  zeal  and 
faithfulness,  having  the  oversight  of  the 
girls’  school,  and,  for  a time,  of  the  boys’ 
also,  teaching,  visiting,  doctoring,  etc.  In 
1895  she  severed  her  connection  with  the 
Irish  and  Scotch  Synod  and  became  a 
missionary  of  the  American  Church;  but 
this  implied  no  change  in  her  field  of 
labor. 

Some  years  ago  she  visited  Ireland  and 
Scotland  on  furlough,  and  did  much  to 
still  further  deepen  interest  in  the  work. 
She  also  spent  part  of  the  time  in  in- 
creasing her  medical  experience.  In  the 
summer  of  1904,  in  company  with  Miss 
Edgar,  she  returned  on  sick  furlough,  and 
spent  about  a year  in  the  United  States. 
She  did  not  rest  idle,  but  addressed  meet- 
ings in  various  places  and  prosecuted  her 
medical  studies.  She  returned  with  Miss 
Edgar  to  Latakia  in  the  autumn  of  last 
year,  although  feeling  far  from  well.  She 
appears  to  have  had  a premonition  that 
she  should  not  come  back.  She  remained 
with  the  missionaries  at  Latakia  about 
two  months  to  regain  strength,  but  her 
desire  to  be  among  her  women  and  chil- 
dren in  Suadia  was  too  strong  to  allow  her 
to  remain  even  as  long  as  vras  necessary. 
She  was  warmly  welcomed  at  Suadia,  and 
took  up  at  once  the  various  departments 
■of  her  work,  but  her  strength  proved  un- 
equal to  the  task,  and  after  a compara- 
tively brief  illness,  she  passed  away,  March 
9,  190G. 

Miss  Cunningham  was  a fine  type  of 
missionary  — enthusiastic,  indefatigable, 
■self-sacrificing  and  courageous;  willing  to 
spend  and  be  spent  out  in  the  Master’s 
service.  She  was  of  a sympathetic  nature, 
interested  in  all  the  concerns  of  the  peo- 
ple; entered  into  their  homes,  shared  in 
their  joys  and  sorrows,  and  always  strove 
to  bring  them  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 


She  was  indifferent,  some  might  sav  too 
indifferent,  to  her  own  personal  comfort. 
On  one  occasion  she  was  robbed  of  her 
furniture,  etc.,  but  she  took  joyfully  the 
spoiling  of  her  goods.  Kind  and  gener- 
ous, thoughtful  and  unselfish,  she  was  very 
appreciative  of  any  kindness  done  to  her- 
self. She  was  high-spirited  and  independ- 
ent, with  an  element  of  playfulness  in  her 
character.  She  made  many  friends 
throughout  the  churches  in  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  and  her  removal  is  felt  as  a per- 
sonal bereavement.  In  Suadia  her  loss  is 
almost  irreparable. 

She  cared  for  the  girls  as  a mother, 
constantly  thinking  of  their  welfare  and 
devising  schemes  for  their  pleasure  and 
benefit.  Syrian  women  are  not  much  more 
than  children  in  intelligence;  they  have 
hardly  any  language,  and  are  very  slow 
of  comprehension,  but  by  patience,  perse- 
verance and  love,  Miss  Cunningham  gath- 
ered them  around  her  in  large  and  steadily 
increasing  numbers.  In  her  last  letters 
she  wrote  hopefully  and  expectantly  of 
a spiritual  awakening  that  appeared  to  be 
manifesting  itself.  She  has  sown,  but 
another  will  reap.  Her  removal  is  another 
clarion  call  to  the  young  women  of  the 
Church  to  come  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
against  the  mighty.  Who  will  respond  ? 

J.  B.  O’Neill. 

Belfast , Ireland. 

MISS  MARTHA  CUNNINGHAM. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Tyrone  County,  Ireland,  June  16,  1858, 
shortly  before  her  father  removed  to  Bel- 
fast. and  she  was  brought  up  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  the  late  Dr.  Chancellor,  of 
that  city. 

As  far  as  I can  learn,  she  had  a brother, 
who  lives  in  Liverpool,  and  two  sisters, 
one  of  whom  married  a Mr.  William 
Quinton  and  lives  in  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, where  Miss  Cunningham  made  her 
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home  when  on  furloughs.  While  in 
America  in  1905  she  visited  Mrs.  Morrow, 
an  aunt  on  her  father’s  side,  near  New 
Cumberland,  W.  Ya. ; and  the  family,  like 
all  who  met  her  while  in  the  United  States, 
fell  in  love  with  her. 

Miss  Cunningham  was  employed  in  a 
store  in  Belfast  for  a while,  but  her  heart 
was  in  the  Lord’s  work,  and  when  the 
Irish  Synod,  in  1881,  passed  a resolution 
that  they  “would  gladly  receive  the  offer 
of  the  services  of  some  suitable  and  de- 
voted person,  male  or  female,  to  be  sent 
to  Vntioch  to  assist  in  the  mission  work 
there,”  she  was  ready  and  eager  to  go,  and 
made  her  desire  and  willingness  known  to 
her  pastor.  When  the  Irish  and  Scotch 
Committee  met  in  Belfast,  Dec.  15,  1881, 
Dr.  Chancellor  laid  this  offer  before  the 
Committee,  and  after  a thorough  examin- 
ation, she  was  accepted,  and  sailed  Novem- 
ber, 1882,  for  Syria. 

It  was  found  that  there  was  no  room 
for  her  in  Dr.  Martin’s  house,  as  the  mis- 
sion building  had  not  yet  been  erected ; and 
as  it  was  not  considered  prudent  for  her  to 
live  in  the  town  by  herself  until  she  had 
acquired  sufficient  Arabic  to  make  herself 
understood,  she  went  to  Latakia  and  made 
her  home  with  Dr.  Beattie  and  family 
until  his  death,  and  afterward  with  Miss 
M.  B.  Wylie.  She  remained  in  Latakia 
from  November,  1882,  until  the  summer 
of  1884,  when  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  left 
on  their  vacation  to  Ireland  and  the 
United  States.  During  their  absence  the 
Irish  Committee  asked  the  American  Mis- 
sion to  help  Miss  Cunningham  in  looking 
after  the  work  in  Antioch,  and  the  writer 
wa<5  appointed  to  that  service.  He  wrote 
Dr.  Houston  the  secretary,  that  he  would 
gladly  do  so.  if  allowed  to  report  directly 
to  the  Committee;  and  an  arrangement  to 
that  effect  was  made.  When,  during  the 
summer.  Miss  Cunningham  and  he  visited 
Antioch,  they  found  that  because  of  the 


persecutions  over  Hanna  Elias  in  1883, 
the  pupils  in  the  schools  had  decreased  so 
much  that  there  was  not  work  for  all  of 
the  teachers.  Knowing  that  the  people 
of  Idlib  had  been  pleading  for  an  evange- 
list-teacher, Miss  Cunningham  proposed 
that,  as  the  Latakia  Mission  was  not  able 
to  comply  with  their  request,  it  would  be 
well  to  send  one  of  the  Antioch  teachers 
there.  And  as  teacher  Yusif  Aboud’s 
wife  Miriam  was  the  daughter  of  teacher 
Isa  El  Haurani,  Dr.  Dodds’  helper  in 
Idlib,  and  Miriam  was  born  there,  it  was 
decided,  with  the  consent  of  the  Commit- 
tee, to  remove  Yusif  Aboud  and  wife  to 
Idlib.  This  was  done,  and  a new  station 
was  added  to  the  Antioch  field. 

Miss  Cunningham  performed  her  work 
in  her  girls’  school  in  Antioch,  and  in  the 
homes  of  her  pupils  faithfully  until  the 
end  of  the  school  year,  July  1,  1887,  when 
she  secured  permission  to  make  a visit  to 
her  home.  So  earnest  and  determined 
was  she  to  be  fully  equipped  for  her  work 
in  the  future,  wherever  that  work  should 
be,  that  she  attended  the  Zenana  College 
in  London  to  study  medicine,  and  at  the 
examination  secured  a diploma  for  ob- 
stetrics, and  also  a certificate  for  dispens- 
ing medicine. 

When  it  became  necessary  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  her  return  to  the  Mission, 
she  absolutely  refused  to  go  back  to  An- 
tioch to  engage  in  the  work  there,  for 
reasons  that  need  not  be  stated. 

After  consultations  between  her  Com- 
mittee and  our  Board,  it  was  arranged 
that  she  should  go  to  Suadia,  and  take  up 
work  for  women  and  girls  in  the  Orontes 
Valley,  the  Irish  and  Scotch  Committee 
to  pay  her  salary  and  bear  the  expense  of 
the  school,  and  our  Board  to  furnish 
rooms  for  her  and  the  school,  with  the 
understanding  that  both  she  and  her  work 
should  be  under  the  care  of  the  Latakia 
Mission.  This  being  arranged  to  her  sat- 
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isf action,  she  left  Liverpool  April  16, 
1889,  on  her  return  to  the  mission  work 
she  loved  so  well.  Her  school  was  opened 
Aug.  31,  of  the  same  year,  and  carried  on 
under  the  above  arrangement  until  1895, 
when  she  severed  her  connection  with  the 
Irish  and  Scotch  Committee  and  became 
a missionary  of  our  Board  by  regular  ap- 
pointment, but  with  no  change  in  field  or 
work. 

On  a second  visit  to  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, she  again  made  a tour  of  the 
churches  to  stir  up  the  people,  and  during 
her  furlough  she  went  back  to  the  medical 
college  for  special  instruction,  that  she 
might  be  better  fitted  for  her  missionary 
duties.  The  medical  part  of  her  work  she 
considered  of  so  great  importance  that, 
while  in  this  country  in  1905,  she  went  to 
a medical  school  in  Baltimore  for  nearly 
two  months. 

As  a missionary  Miss  Cunningham  had 
few  equals.  She  was  kind  and  hospitable, 
full  of  energy  and  enthusiasm,  and  was 
always  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  for 
her  Master,  Jesus  Christ,  and  His  friends. 
When  she  went  to  Suadia  to  work  among 
'the  women  and  girls,  there  was  a boys’ 
school  in  operation  under  the  care  of 
teacher  Ibrahim  Jukki.  She  did  not  con- 
fine herself  to  her  own  special  depart- 
ment, but  took  hold  with  the  teacher  in 
the  boys’  school  and  did  what  she  could 
for  them.  She  organized  a temperance 
band.  She  drew  up  two  pledges,  one  not 
to  use  intoxicating  beverages,  and  the 
other  not  to  use  either  liquors  or  tobacco. 
She  secured  as  many  signatures  as  she 
could  to  the  latter,  and  those  who  could 
see  no  harm  in  tobacco  were  talked  to  and 
shown  the  impurity  and  filthiness  of  its 
use,  and  were  persuaded  to  sign  the 
former.  She  took  charge  of  a Sabbath 
school  made  up  of  both  boys  and  girls, 
Church  members,  and  as  many  outsiders 
as  would  attend. 


Her  fellow  workers,  native  and  mission- 
ary, felt  her  influence  and  her  power. 
Teacher  Ibrahim  Jukki,  writing  to  me 
about  her,  said,  “We  are  all  thankful  for 
her  presence  and  her  zeal  in  the  work. 
May  God  bless  her  labors  and  those  who 
sent  her  here,  so  that  sower  and  reaper 
may  rejoice  together.”  Bev.  J.  Boggs 
Dodds,  another  co-laborer,  speaks  of  her 
as  “one  of  the  most  energetic  mission 
workers  that  was  ever  in  the  field.” 

The  missionaries  in  Latakia  will  all 
join  with  me  in  bearing  witness  to  her 
kind  hospitality.  When,  after  a long  tour 
in  the  mountains,  we  came  to  her  home  in 
Suadia,  it  was  like  reaching  our  own  fire- 
side, for  we  knew  we  would  have  the  care 
and  nursing  required  to  brighten  us  up 
and  fit  us  for  the  work  to  be  done  and 
for  the  return  trip.  In  all  my  associa- 
tions with  her  I never  heard  her  utter  an 
unkind  word  of  any  of  her  fellow  workers, 
not  even  of  those  who  had  been  very  un- 
kind to  her.  It  seemed  as  if  she  had  the 
mind  of  Christ  when  He  said,  “Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do.” 

To  understand  some  of  her  trials,  we 
must  remember  that  the  roads  in  Suadia 
are  almost  impassable  during  the  rainy 
season.  At  first  she  tried  a horse,  and 
when  he  got  stuck  in  the  mud,  she  would 
dismount,  and,  sending  him  back,  would 
go  on  foot.  At  last  she  got  a good  pair 
of  boots,  and  took  her  servant,  Simon,  to 
carry  her  across  the  swollen  streams ; and 
thus  she  went  about  her  work,  wading 
through  the  mud  in  the  night  as  well  as  in 
the  day,  caring  for  the  sick,  even  for  those 
whom  their  own  friends  had  deserted,  for 
fear  of  the  contagious  disease,  always 
praying  with  them  and  for  them,  telling 
them  of  the  Saviour  she  loved  and  of  His 
love  for  fallen  and  sinful  man.  The  peo- 
ple were  her  people,  their  cares  and  sor- 
rows were  borne  by  her.  As  she  labored 
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she  prayed,  and  much  seed  has  been  sown 
by  her  in  that  beautiful  Orontes  Valley. 
Some  of  the  fruit  has  been  already  gath- 
ered, but  there  is  much  fruit  of  her  sow- 
ing yet  to  be  reaped  by  other  workers  that 
will  follow  her.  As  Christ  said,  “One 
soweth  and  another  reapeth.”  She  was 
indeed  a workman  that  needed  not  to  be 
ashamed  of  her  labor. 

As  I have  said,  she  was  dear  to  every 
member  of  the  Latakia  Mission,  but  I be- 
lieve Miss  Mattie  Wylie  and  Mrs.  Easson 
were  her  special  friends.  Airs.  Easson 
feels  that  she  has  lost  a very  dear  friend, 
whom  to  know  and  be  with  was  to  be 
helped  in  the  Christian  life.  She  spent 
many  of  her  summers  with  Miss  Wylie  in 
Latakia,  and  in  expressing  her  feelings 
about  the  dear  departed  one,  she  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Easson:  “Dear  Meta,  when  she 

came  back  from  her  vacation,  was  not  at 
all  well.  She  stayed  here  with  me  for 
about  two  months,  and  began  to  feel  some 
better,  and  determined  to  go  on  to  Suadia. 
Wo  all  pleaded  with  her  not  to  go.  Dr. 
Ralph  told  her  that  if  she  returned  to  her 
hard  work  in  Suadia  she  would  not  live 
the  year  out.  1 especially  pleaded  with 
her.  weeping,  but  she  answered,  ‘I  have 
given  my  pledge  to  work  for  Suadia,  and 
if  I die  there,  it  may  stir  up  some  one  else 
to  come  and  take  my  place.  I know  my 
work  is  nearly  done,  but  I hope  God  will 
let  me  work  a year  or  two  yet.’  ” Like  the 
Master,  her  “face  was  set”  to  go  to  Suadia, 
and  nothing  would  turn  her  from  her 
purpose. 

“As  you  know  already,  Brother  Stewart 
went  to  Suadia  on  mission  work  to  take 
a teacher  for  the  boys’  school.  When  he 
reached  there  Feb.  21,  he  was  surprised 
to  iind  Miss  Cunningham  so  weak,  as  she 
had  sent  no  word  to  them.  He  sent  for 
Miss  Edgar  to  come  on  an  English  steamer 
that. they  expected  to  stop  at  Suadia,  hop- 
ing to  be  able  to  take  her  to  Latakia ; but 
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he  soon,  saw  that  could  not  be  done,  and 
telegraphed  to  Dr.  Ralph  to  come  on  as 
quickly  as  possible.  Thus,  three  of  her 
friends  were  with  her  from  March  4 until 
she  crossed  the  river  of  death  on  Friday, 
March  9,  a little  after  midday.  She  was 
nearly  forty-nine  years  old,  and  from  her 
appointment  to  the  mission  work,  in  De- 
cember, 1881,  to  March  9,  190G,  was 
twenty-four  years  and  about  four  months. 

“Now  the  question  is,  What  are  we 
going  to  do  for  Suadia?  Are  we  going 
to  leave  those  sorrowing  and  weeping  peo- 
ple, whose  hearts  seem  to  have  been 
touched  by  the  Iloly  Spirit,  to  remain 
without  a guide  to  lead  them  on  to  the 
full  acknowledgment  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  sit  down  and  mourn  for  our  loss? 

“Dear  friends,  that  would  not  be  the 
desire  of  the  departed.  I think  I hear  her 
sav,  ‘Weep  not  for  me,  but  for  those  wan- 
dering sheep  in  the  dark  valley  of  Suadia. 
Do  not  spend  your  time  even  in  weeping 
for  them,  but  see  some  one  is  sent  out 
immediately  to  take  my  place  and  look 
after  the  wandering  ones,  who  are  left 
without  a visible  guide.  Care  for  them. 
Pray  for  them  in  their  ignorance,  who, 
because  of  this  ignorance,  are  going  down 
to  death.  Their  eyes  must  be  opened,  and 
now  is  the  time  when  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
begun  to  work  in  their  hearts.’”  Suadia 
is  thus  calling  not  only  for  some  one  to 
take  our  beloved  sister’s  place,  but  also  for 
an  under-shepherd,  to  go  out  and  in  before 
this  people.  We  owe  this  to  the  memory 
of  the  dear  old  saints,  gone  to  glory,  who 
gave  their  property  in  this  valley  to  be 
used  for  Christ  and  His  cause.  We  owe 
it  to  the  people  of  the  valley,  who  have 
heard  the  messengers  we  have  sent,  and 
come  out  of  the  darkness  into  the  light. 
We  owe  it  to  the  native  Christians  in  their 
priest-ridden  ignorance ; to  the  Moslems, 
enslaved  by  the  doctrines  of  the  false 
prophet ; to  the  Nusairia,  trodden  down 
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and  despised  by  all  worshippers  of  the  sun, 
moon  and  stars.  We  owe  it  to  the  faith- 
ful, depleted  bands  of  workers  still  left 
to  bear  the  added  burden,  and  shall  I say 
again,  we  owe  it  to  the  one  who  held  the 
fort  to  the  last,  until  called  by  the  great 
Captain  into  His  own  presence.  Finally, 
but  not  least,  we  owe  it  to  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ  to  fill  up  the  ranks 
and  re-man  this  part  of  His  fortress.  In 
other  words,  to  send  out  the  harvesters  to 
reap  that  which  is  ready  for  the  sickle. 

Methinks  I hear  her  .voice  in  the  words 
of  the  poet: 

“Who  is  on  the  Lord’s  side? 

Who  will  serve  the  King? 

Who  will  be  His  helpers 
Other  lives  to  bring? 

Who  will  leave  the  world’s  side? 

Who  will  face  the  foe? 

Who  is  on  the  Lord’s  side? 

Who  for  Him  will  go? 

Fierce  may  be  the  conflict, 

Strong  may  be  the  foe. 

But  the  King’s  own  army 
None  can  overthrow. 

Round  His  standard  ranging, 

Victory  is  secure. 

For  His  truth  unchanging 
Makes  the  triumph  sure.” 

That  the  Lord  will  bless  the  life  and 
death  of  Miss  Cunningham  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  His  work  in  the  valley  of 
Suadia,  and  cause  her  example  and  self- 
sacrifice  and  devotion  the  means  of  arous- 
ing all  our  people  to  a more  earnest  and 
consecrated  service  for  the  Lord,  both  at 
home  and  in  the  foreign  fields,  is  the  ear- 
nest prayer  and  desire  of  one  of  her  fellow 


laborers  in  the  service  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
in  Syria. 

Beaver  Falls , Pa.  Henry  Easson. 

A TRIBUTE  TO  MISS  CUNNINGHAM. 

Belfast, 

17th  April,  190G. 
Bcv  Dr.  Pi.  M.  Somerville , 

New  York: 

Dear  De.  Somerville — 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Juvenile  Mis- 
sionary Association  of  the  Chancellor 
Memorial  Church,  College  Street  South, 
Belfast,  I,  as  secretary,  was  instructed  to 
write  you,  expressing  our  deep  sympathy 
with  your  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  the 
loss  you  have  sustained  by  the  death  of 
Miss  Meta  Cunningham. 

Miss  Cunningham  was,  as  you  are  no 
doubt  aware,  brought  up ' in  connection 
with  this  congregation,  and  though  not 
officially  attached  to  us  for  some  years 
past,  we  have  always  regarded  her  as  our 
missionary,  and  followed  her  work  with 
keen  interest. 

We  feel  that  the  Covenanter  Church  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  has  sustained  a 
severe  loss,  but  rejoice  in  the  splendid 
record  and  noble  example  Miss  Cunning- 
ham has  left  behind  her. 

Our  hearts  are  moved  with  pity  for  the 
little  flock  in  Suadia,  and  we  pray  that 
God  will  soon  provide  some  one  to  take 
her  place,  and  that  her  removal,  at  a com- 
paratively early  age  from  her  sphere  of 
great  usefulness,  will  be  a call  to  the  ivhole 
Church  to  renewed  earnestness  and  greater 
effort  in  the  ivork  of  giving  the  gospel  to 
the  heathen. 

On  behalf  of  the  College  Street  South 
Juvenile  Missionary  Association. 

Yours  sincerely, 

A.  W.  Reynolds, 

Secretary. 


Subscribe  for  Olive  Trees,  50  cents  a year. 
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It  would  seem  that  the  sacred  writers  struggle  with  language  to  find  words  sufficiently 
comprehensive  to  express  the  magnitude  of  God’s  compassion.  The  word  “abundantly” 
sounds  like  the  waves  of  the  sea  which  come  rolling  in  upon  the  beach,  day  and  night, 
year  after  year,  for  countless  centuries,  never  ceasing,  never  exhausted.  So  is  the  com- 
passion of  God.  He  is  a bountiful  God.  He  does  not  give  sparingly.  When  men  give 
alms,  they  give  sparingly.  When  parents  give  money  to  their  children,  even  they  give 
sparingly,  partly  because  they  are  not  able  to  give  in  any  other  way.  But  God  gives 
bountifully.  Bountiful  rains,  bountiful  sunshine,  bountiful  harvests,  a bountiful  sea, 
are  the  gifts  of  His  hand.  When  He  would  fully  express  the  bounty  of  His  compassion 
He  gives  His  only  begotten  Son. 

When  men  spread  the  mantle  of  charity  over  the  faults  of  their  neighbors,  it  is  a 
narrow  mantle,  leaving  the  faults  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  all;  but  when  God  spreads  the 
mantle  of  charity  over  our  sins,  it  is  as  broad  as  the  universe  and  as  long  as  eternity. 
When  He  pardons  our  sins  He  “blots  them  out,”  He  “casts  them  behind  His  back,” 
He  “casts  them  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.”  He  separates  them  from  us  “as  the 
east  is  from  the  west”;  He  “remembers  them  no  more.”  “He  will  abundantly 
pardon.” — Christian  Advocate , Nashville. 


Some  fifteen  years  ago  we  were  asked  to  visit  a church  struggling  with  difficulty. 
Being  unable  to  accept  the  invitation,  we  replied  that  we  could  send  a young  man  who 
would  probably  help  them.  He  was  well  past  seventy  years  of  age,  but,  we  said:  “He 
is  the  youngest  man  we  know.”  The  church  acted  on  the  hint  and  sat  under  the 
ministrations  of  this  man  until  he  was  nearly  seventy-five,  when  he  withdrew,  much 
against  their  wishes.  On  his  way  back  to  Boston  he  spent  the  winter  with  a little  mis- 
sionary church,  and  then  closed  his  work  against  their  protest.  They  said,  “We  should 
ask  no  better  fortune  than  to  have  that  old  saint  minister  to  us  so  long  as  he  lives.” 
— The  Christian  Register.  . 


Speaking  in  South  Africa,  an  eminent  Englishman  used  these  significant  words : I 

am  very  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  profound  conviction  that  all  the 
wealth  of  this  country — the  land,  the  flocks,  the  herds,  the  diamonds  and  the  gold — 
are  talents  for  the  use  of  which  we  shall  have  to  account;  that  the  direction  to  spread 
the  gospel  is  a direct  order  which  the  Christian  can  not  evade,  and  that  unless  we  in 
this  country  take  the  Bible  as  our  guide,  as  expounded  by  the  study  and  tradition  of 
the  churches  throughout  all  ages,  all  wisdom  will  be  turned  to  foolishness. 


Christianity  is  a self-propagating  system.  It  journeys  forward,  carrying  with  it  full 
power  to  reproduce  itself.  In  the  past  it  has  made  its  own  way,  without  regard  to. 
individual  protest  of  the  persecutions  organized  by  states.  It  fulfills  the  story  of 
the  magic  tree  that  ripens  fruit  for  the  multitude  of  to-day,  and  ripens  also  the  seeds 
for  future  generations ; each  seed  also  having  wings  on  which  it  rides  forth  to  search 
out  the  richest  soil ; so  that  the  futility  of  opposition  to  Christianity  is  self-evident. 

Doing  nothing  for  others  is  the  undoing  of  one’s  self.  We  must  be  purposely  kind 
and  generous,  or  miss  the  best  part  of  existence.  The  heart  that  goes  out  of  itself  gets 
large  and  full  of  joy. — Presbyterian  Banner. 
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The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  will  meet  on  Wednesday, 
May  30,  1006,  at  Belle  Center,  0.,  at  10  :30 
A.  M.  Earnest  prayers  should  be  offered 
for  this  assembly  of  the  Elders  that  the 
proceedings  may  be  characterized  by 
brotherly  love,  and  that  all  the  delibera- 
tions may  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  for  the  glory  of  the  exalted  Re- 
deemer and  Head  of  the  Church. 

* 

No  one  has  yet  answered  the  call  for 
laborers  in  the  foreign  fields.  A young 
woman  is  needed  and  should  be  sent 
out  this  autumn  to  take  charge  of  the 
school  at  Tak  Hing  Chau  that  Mrs.  Wright 
may  be  relieved  for  other  duties  that  de- 
mand her  time  and  energies.  The  removal 
of  Miss  Cunningham  has  left  Suadia  with- 
out a missionary,  and  is  a pathetic  appeal 
for  help.  The  continued  efficiency  of  the 
work  in  Latakia  demands  the  services  of 
another  teacher  to  assist  Miss  Wylie  in  her 
arduous  duties.  Two  ordained  ministers 
should  be  in  this  important  field  as  soon 
as  possible,  to  co-operate  with  Mr.  Stewart, 
who  is  laboring  beyond  his  strength. 

The  fact  that  Mr.  Edgar  was  not  ap- 
pointed is  a great  disappointment  to  the 
missionaries  who  were  aware  that  he  had 
volunteered  his  services  and  knew  his 
special  qualifications  for  evangelistic  work. 
The  attention  of  three  or  four  of  the 
theological  students  who  will  be  licensed 
this  spring  has  been  directly  called  to  the 
claims  of  the  foreign  fields,  and  we  are 
confident  that  they  will  not  fail  to  take 
the  call  into  prayerful  consideration.  It 
was  our  intention  to  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore them  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
Seminary  Board  in  Allegheny,  but  we  did 
not  enjoy  the  privilege  of  being  there. 

Who  will  go?  Let  the  whole  Church 


pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  thrust  out 
men  and  women,  prepared  to  do  and  en- 
dure His  will  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

% 

A brief  sketch  of  the  life  and  work  of 
the  late  Miss  Martha  Cunningham,  pre- 
pared at  our  request  by  Rev.  Henry  Eas- 
son,  who  was  associated  with  her  for  many 
years  in  missionary  work,  will  be  read  with 
special  interest.  For  the  photograph,  of 
which  a half-tone  reproduction  appears 
in  this  issue,  as  well  as  for  an  outline  of 
the  life  and  an  estimate  of  the  character  of 
the  noble  woman  who  has  ceased  from  her 
labors,  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  B. 
O’Neill,  of  the  Belfast  Witness , an  inti- 
mate friend  and  fellow  church  member. 

At  a competitive  examination  on  the 
Shorter  Catechism,  a few  weeks  ago,  Miss 
Gwendolin  E.  Wishart,  of  Second  New 
York,  took  the  third  prize,  amounting  to 
$2,  and  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which 
the  money  was  put  into  her  hands  she 
brought  it  to  the  minister  of  the  con- 
gregation as  an  offering  to  the  Chinese 
Mission.  No  one  can  tell  what  eternity 
will  reveal  as  the  result  of  the  gift  that 
this  child  then  laid  upon  the  altar. 

We  learn  that  Miss  Beth  Wylie,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Rev.  T.  A.  H.  Wylie,  died 
April  14,  1906,  from  appendicitis,  aged 
nineteen.  This  is  the  third  death  among 
the  immediate  relatives  since  Miss  Mattie 
R.  Wylie  returned  to  Syria  from  her  last 
visit  to  America.  Our  missionary  has  a 
claim  on  the  sympathy  of  the  home 
Church,  as.  well  as  Mrs.  Wylie,  who  has 
been  in  Canon  City  for  the  last  five  years, 
hoping  that  the  climate  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  her  daughter. 
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